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I am writing this message on Veteran’s Day, a day we honor courageous men and women who have served to protect and to preserve democracy. For 90 years, League of Women Voters worked to protect democracy at the most fundamental level by enabling eligible voters to register, providing nonpartisan voter information and offering opportunities for candidates and voters to engage each other before and after elections.
Our local LWVJC sponsored a Reception for Elected Officials and 5 forums [candidate and issue], thanks to the incredible efforts of Voter Services Chair Dawn 
Suter
, Board members and League volunteers. [See article in this issue]. Unfortunately at the local and
 
national level this year several candidates did 
not participate in candidate forums. LWVUS’s examination of this year’s election brought to light 2 major issues: secret money and incivility. 
[See press release ELECTION 2010
: SECRET MONEY, INCIVILITY LEAVE A LASTING IMPACT in this issue of the Voter]. As we have for 90 years, the League will continue to help our fellow citizens discuss the issues in civil and fact-based ways and fight for transparency, accountability, and disclosure in America’s elections. 
The election is over, and those elected to represent us must now govern, which involves listening to the entire constituency. Please plan on joining our congressional delegation and other elected officials and invite a friend. This is a great opportunity to educate both potential new members and elected officials 
on the mission and work of the League. We are looking for solutions to the issues confronting this 
great county
,
 state and country. As we have for 90 years, the League 
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The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages the informed and active participation of citizens in government and influences     public policy through education and advocacy
) (
The Voter
) (
A Publication of the League of Women Voters of Johnson County, Iowa 
) (
Directors
) (
Treasurer
) (
Secretary
) (
Mary Ann Bradford
354-6633
) (
Vice President
) (
Rebecca Reiter
319-354-7163
) (
President
) (
Polly Spencer Horton
319-621-1685
)[image: ] (
December 2010
)continue to help our fellow citizens discuss the fact-based way and fight for transparency, accountability, and disclosure in America’s elections.
Will continue to help our fellow citizens discuss the issues in a civil and fact-based way and fight for transparency, accountability and disclosure in America’s elections.
Voters, not money, should be at the center of our democracy. 
Polly Horton.
PS. Join us at the annual Holiday Brunch Saturday, December 4, 2010 at the Marriott Hotel in Coralville [details in this issue]. Bring a friend who might enjoy being a League member.
FROM THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS Nov. 3, 2010.
Washington,DC- The League of Women Voters of the U.S. reflected on the midterm elections today , expressing grave concerns about the conduct of the 2010 elections. 
“The impact of election 2010 goes far deeper than which party controls the House or the Senate,” said Elizabeth MacNamara, National League President. “The tens of millions of dollars in secret money spent in the election are a recipe for scandal. Voters were overwhelmed by millions of dollars in negative adds but didn’t know who paid for many of them. Pay to play politics won’t change until we know who the special interests are who are pouring money into our election,” she said.
“This election demonstrated the critical need to improve our governmental structures,” said MacNamara. “Because of the failure of Congress to act, there are no disclosure requirements governing the huge amounts of money that the Supreme Court recently turned loose in American politics. Voters will be hard pressed to know if their elected officials are in Washington to serve the public interest or the special interests.”
“The incivility and tone of the 2010 campaign reached a disturbing new low in American politics” added MacNamara. “Not only was this evident in the advertising, but we also saw it in candidate debates and forums and in the public discourse.”
“The League calls on Congress to pass the Disclosure Act, which would restore transparency to U.S. elections by requiring disclosure of corporate and union spending in candidate elections. We also call on Congress to preserve and extend ethics enforcement. With the election awash in special interest money, it is no time to cut back on the enforcement of ethics standards in Washington.”
“The money poured into recent elections has been unprecedented. The League believes that the voters, not money, should be at the center of our democracy,” concluded MacNamara. We will continue our decades of work in helping citizens debate the issues in a civil and effective way and fighting for transparency, accountability and disclosure in America’s elections.” 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT by Rebecca Reiter
Thank you to League members Susan Craig, Allie Panther, Rebecca Reiter, Jaia Rosenfels, Kelly Thornburg, and Gaylen Wobeter for their successful recruitment of new League members this year. Appreciation also goes to those of you who talked to others about the League and asked them to join.  Although our recruitment efforts are not always successful, spreading the word about our work in the community is a valuable asset to our organization.
In order to grow and thrive, we all need to continue to speak out about our League and the important role we play in encouraging good government. Let me know of anyone you think would be interested in joining and I will contact them with information about the League and how to become a member. 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 90TH  ANNIVERSARY BRUNCH  by Gaylen Wobeter
You are invited to the League of Women Voter’s 90th Anniversary Brunch on Saturday Dec. 4th at 9:30 AM at the Marriott Hotel in Coralville in the Carrie Chapman Catt Room. The cost to the brunch is $20.00, which includes fruit, pastries, eggs, bacon, breakfast potatoes, coffee, tea and juice.
The program is entitled “Respecting our Past, Challenges of the Future” and will be the culmination of our 90th anniversary celebration by looking into our future. 
To make a reservation, please send your check of $20.00 made out to LWVJC to treasurer Allison Panther, 308 ½ N. Dubuque St., Iowa City, Iowa 52245 or email Allison at Alliepanther@gmail.com to make a reservation and pay at the door. Reservations for the 4th are due by MONDAY, Nov.30th. Hope to see you there. 

REGIONAL GOVERNANCE NEWS by Carol Spaziani
Members welcome! Next meeting of the LWVJC Regional Governance Committee [RGC] will be on Wednesday, Dec. 1 at 2:00 PM at Dawn Suter’s, 609 Brown St. Iowa City. Join committee members Barbara Beaumont, Mary Ann Bradford, Pat Cancilla, Lolly Eggers, Pat Jensen, Nancy Lynch, Rebecca Reiter, Carol Spaziani, and Dawn Suter in their pursuit of greater local governmental cooperation and regionalization of appropriate services. Issues currently under study include affordable housing and water and waste water services. 
A sub-committee of the RGC is working on the possibilities for regional water and wastewater cervices in Johnson County. Nancy Lynch chairs this effort with help from Pat Ephgrave,Carol Spaziani and Dawn Suter. This group is focusing on septic tank upkeep and regulation and mechanisms in use in Iowa for regional systems. Contact Nancy if you are interested in joining this effort---338-3818.
Public meetings of regional importance:
Two opportunities to see regional governance in action are coming up. They are open to the public. 
    1] Dec. 6, 6 PM, I.C> Public Library Rm.A: Public input roundtable discussion on what long range improvements could be made in our area’s transportation system. Johnson County Council of Governments [JCCOG] is updating the plan which guides the next 25 years of improvements in arterial streets, trails, transit needs, and community transportation. Millions of Federal dollars are spent in our County each year and JCCOG is guided by this plan. The RGC’s long standing interest has been in expansion of public transit to the rapidly developing areas and small towns in the County. Adequate public transit must be developed along with affordable housing. 
    2] Dec.15, 4 PM, Coralville City hall: JCCOG Urban Policy Board regular meeting. Although mainly a planning body, this is the closest thing we have to a formal intergovernmental agency. They will be changing their name from “Council of Governments” to “Metropolitan Planning Agency” to better reflect their actual purpose. JCCOG voting members represent Iowa City, Coralville, University Heights, North Liberty, Tiffin, the University of Iowa, and the County Board of Supervisors.


Legislative Advocacy Resources

*League of Women Voters of Iowa Positions on Issues
http://www.lwvia.org/Lwvia/Positions/tabid/1452/Default.aspx
*League of Women Voters of United States Positions on Issues
http://lwv.org
*Website for League Lobbyist Amy Campbell & Craig Patterson
http://www.ialobby.com/ [Shows League legislative priorities, provides bill tracking and has “find your legislator” services] E-mail: amy@ialobby.com or craig@ialobby.com
*League of Women Voters Iowa Action Chair: Karen Person
E-mail: kp19203@yahoo.com
Phone: 515-255-8304 or cell 515-864-1416
*Iowa Legislative Branch:
Phone Senate: 515-281-3271         Phone House: 515-281-3221
Write: “The Honorable___”, Iowa State Capital, Des Moines, IA 50319
E-mail Legislators: first name-dot-last name @legis.state.ia.us
*Iowa Executive Branch   515-281-5211
*84th General Session 3011 Legislative Calendar: 
January 10:   First day of Session
February 15:  League Lobby Day: 10 AM at Cavalry Baptist Church
February 18:  Final Day for requests for bill drafts at LSA
March 11:    Final day for bills to be reported out of committee
April 8:        Final day for House Bills to be reported out of Senate committees and Senate bills reported out of House committees.
April 29:      110th day of session and per diem expenses end      
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Voter Services – 2010 Election 
)The LWVJC held separate forums for candidates running for the Iowa House and Senate from Johnson County.  All eligible candidates were invited.   The candidates who participated represented the Democratic, Iowa and Libertarian Parties.   Thanks to the candidates, volunteers, audience members and Iowa City Channel four for broadcasting the events and making them available on line.
The League was asked by the Hawkeye Chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union to co-sponsor a forum on the contentious “21 Only” ordinance that the Iowa City City Council approved in April of this year.  This issue contentious and passions ran high on both sides of the debate. This forum was invaluable in fleshing out the strengths and weaknesses in both sides of the argument to help voters cast an informed vote.  The ACLU did all the work and graciously shared the credit with the League.  Thank you.
The League also worked locally and statewide with two non-partisan groups to educate Iowans’ on the process that Iowa uses for selecting and retaining judges.  The League became a partner with both Iowans for Fair and Impartial Courts (IFIC) and Justice Not Politics to get the message out to voters about the effectiveness of our current process and why it should be safeguarded.  Locally we sponsored two forums on the issue working with IFIC and the Citizen Lawyer Program at the University of Iowa.  We also worked with the Citizen Lawyer Program on a letter to the editor campaign to extend our reach.
Sadly, our efforts were not successful.  The three Iowa Supreme Court Justices were voted out of office.  The implications of their defeat are myriad and reflect in part the “streams of anonymous money coming into election..,” discussed by National President Elizabeth McNamara earlier herein.   The League of Women Voters supported the current system for selection and retention of Judges back in the early 1960’s.  They knew then that “ignorance is our worst enemy” in terms of gaining support for the adoption of the process.  That is a lesson re-taught in 2010.   The League’s role in “Making Democracy Work” grows ever more urgent as the challenges to our system of governance mount.
 (
State Legislative Priorities 
)

The top three priority issues of the League of Women Voters of Iowa for the 2011 legislative session are:
1. Limiting interest rates on payday loans to no more than 36%
0. Payday loans, which charge more than 400% on a two-week loan, trap consumers in a cycle of debt, as evidenced by research that shows 90% of the payday loan industry’s revenues come from consumers who get five or more loans in a year.  There are now more payday loan stores in the US than there are McDonald restaurants.   Fifteen states (and DC) have now banned payday lending, saving $1.8 billion per year in predatory lending fees.  Congress passed legislation to limit payday lending fees to 36% for loans to military families. (Sources Americans for Fairness in Lending and the Iowa Coalition Against Abusive Lending and League of Women Votes of Iowa.)

· Restructure Iowa’s state mental health system and provide the resources needed to prevent more costly care, and support expanding Iowa’s mental health parity law to include all diagnosed mental illnesses and substance abuse disorders.
· Iowa’s mental health system is in serious crisis, leaving many Iowans without access to mental health services when they are needed.  Without a strong and coordinated public mental health services safety net that emphasizes community-based care, more Iowans with mental health illnesses end up in our prisons and jails, and in need of costly institutional care.  The system has been under-resourced and without coordination for too long.  At the same time, private insurers are scaling back on their coverage for mental health and substance abuse services, leaving Iowa taxpayers to pick up the cost of these services.  (Source: LWVIA)
· Slowing the growth of Iowa’s prison population and address the needs of the growing number of substance abusers and persons with mental illness entering our correctional system.
· Many sentencing reforms were adopted during the 2010 legislative session after nearly a decade of study with the support of the League of Women Voters for Iowa.  A new public safety advisory board was created in 2010 to carry on this important work, but much still needs to be done to realign sentencing, give judges and the board of parole more flexibility in sentencing, and create innovative re-entry programs that reduce recidivism and focus on community integration. Currently, more than 70% of Iowa’s prison population has a diagnosed substance use disorder, and more than 45% were diagnosed with a mental illness that requires ongoing psychiatric care.  One in every three inmates met the criteria for being “seriously mentally ill.” (Source: LWVIA)
Other issues that the LWVIA’s lobbyist, Amy Campbell and Craig Patterson will advocate for  include strengthening Iowa’s environmental programs, defending the current redistricting process, preserving the merit selection and retention system for judges, campaign financing and election reforms that move toward a transparent publicly-financed election system, enactment of the national health care reform in a manner that is coordinated, transparent and encourages public participation and immigration reform.
For complete details of these and other issues the League of Women Voters will advocate for, go to:
www. lwvia.org/LWVIA/Positions/tadib/1452/Default.aspx. 
We will keep you posted on Facebook and through emails as these issues move through the legislature.  Mark your calendars for February 15, League Lobby Day.  We will organize a car pool for members who want to attend.  
LWVJC will have a Issues Update with our local legislators in December. We are still working on the exact date, but keep it in mind.  Last years’ Update gave members an opportunity for real discussion with our legislators about the issues that League cares about.  
Also, remember, the League works on the issues that our MEMBERS care about.   More on that in the next issue of “The Voter.”
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