LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF JOHNSON (LWVJC)

Statement Regarding Adoption of a Johnson County Property Maintenance Code

December 9, 2010

To:  Johnson County Board of Supervisors

       913 S. Dubuque St.

       Iowa City, IA 52240

From:  Polly Horton, President, League of Women Voters of Johnson County


Carol Spaziani for the LWVJC Regional Governance Committee

338-6140, spazianic@msn.com

The League of Women Voters of Johnson County has been concerned for many years with the access of all county residents to a decent home and suitable living environment.  We also believe that the Board of Supervisors must adopt strategies that recognize the county’s changing demographics as population growth occurs.  More recently we have begun to study the issue of regionalization of safe and sanitary water and waste water facilities.  While residents of many cities in the County have been protected by appropriate city codes from unsafe and unsanitary living conditions, unsafe drinking water, and inadequate sewage disposal, residents of unincorporated areas have not.  Every year more people move into rural Johnson County in addition to the rural mobile home parks and farm residences already there.  Farm houses are occasionally rented and sometimes rural residences are abandoned due to bankruptcies.  Lack of County regulations has led to an uneven playing field for county residents.  

Several years ago, for these reasons, we supported the adoption of the County Building Code.  We note that this was not approved without opposition, but we have been pleased that we have heard very few complaints since its adoption.  The Board of Supervisors at that time had the courage to do what was right for the public welfare in our growing county.
Your pending adoption of a Property Maintenance Code can assist the County in its duty to protect the health and welfare of its residents.  The Code will provide the authority, on a complaint basis, to regulate unsafe or unsanitary living conditions.  A reading of the proposed Code shows that only minimum standards will be set and that regulatory methods have been carefully drafted to protect individual rights.  The Code will bring protection equity to County residents with their counterparts in the cities.  We are also glad that the standards will apply to places of public accommodation as they are used by both city and rural customers.
We urge you to adopt the proposed Property Maintenance Code.
