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FALL ELECTIONS CANDIDATE FORUMS

There are several important elections this fall!  We have a

contested race for the 39th District Iowa Senate seat and four

candidates running for the two open seats on the Johnson County Board of Supervisors. 

The upcoming fall elections are sure to generate interesting debate about foreign policy, environmental action and natural resources, education policy, health care and medical research.  

Now is the key time to inform yourself about your candidates!

The Johnson County League of Women Voters will be hosting candidate forums in the next two months and we invite you to attend and ask questions. All forums will be held in Meeting Room A at the Iowa City Public Library from 7-9 p.m.:

IOWA SENATE DISTRICT 39 CANDIDATE FORUM
Date:

Thursday, September 21

Candidates: 
Joe Bolkcom (D) and Jay Christensen-Szalanski (I)
Linda Levey will moderate.  Hear the candidates discuss issues of concern to our area, including economic growth, public health, the challenges confronting students and young adults, social policy and important budgetary concerns.

JOHNSON COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS FORUM

Date:

Wednesday, September 27

Candidates: 
Larry Meyers (D)
Richard Benn (R)                 (


Sally Stutsman (D)
Alan Curry (R),

Alison Smith will moderate.  Hear the candidates discuss land use and growth issues, including the Johnson County roads plans and other environmental concerns.

We are working on scheduling a forum for the 2nd District Congressional seat, featuring Representative Jim Leach (R) and Dave Loebsack (D) prior to the November elections.  

Look for information in the future about this upcoming forum!

President’s Letter––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

The national LWV conference was really exciting – so many people interested in so many different issues!  It was hard to pick which ones were our priorities, but with finite funds and fewer national employees than we used to have, we had to limit our choices.  A new study will be launched on immigration policies.  The study will cost about $300,000.  

There were three positions adopted at the convention. The LWVIL Death Penalty position was adopted by concurrence.  The position reads, “The LWVUS supports the abolition of the death penalty”.  The LWVUS also passed a resolution making our position on having a paper trail with electronic voting much more specific.  The third resolution passed had to do with adding the restoration of our system of Checks and Balances and Separation of Powers by adding it to our Democracy Agenda for advocacy and education. The three positions we took will not cost additional money.

I attended several very interesting workshops.  One that especially interested me concerned ways to get around the electoral college system and have the President elected by popular vote. The LWVUS has held the position that the electoral college should be abolished for over 35 years. Under the National Popular Vote plan, the popular vote 

counts from all 50 states and the District of Columbia would be added together to obtain a national grand total for each presidential candidate.  Then, state elections officials in all states participating in the plan would award their electoral votes to the presidential candidate who receives the largest number of popular votes in all 50 states and the District of Columbia.  Under the proposal, no state would act alone in offering to award its electoral votes to the nationwide winter.  Instead, the National Popular Vote plan would take effect only when the plan has been enacted by states collectively possessing a majority of the electoral votes. To read more about this plan, go to www.fairvote.org.

Another great workshop was on civil liberties.  The speaker gave a history of civil rights abuses in this country – President Bush is not the worst offender.  President Lincoln suspended habeas corpus seven times!  The speaker said we must be ever vigilant, as we know.
Attending the national convention is a marvelous opportunity.  I attended the 2004 convention, and it gave me a new appreciation of all the LWVUS does.  The 2006 convention confirmed that.

Barbara Beaumont

Dues Are Past Due

The summer was lazy, but now reality is setting in… all the things you meant to do still need doing.  SO REMEMBER!!! Your Membership dues for 2006-2007 were due July 1st. 

Individual membership 
$50

Family membership    
 $75


Student membership   
   $25

Please make out your check to LWVJC and mail to:



Julie Pulkrabek

4968 Fox Lane    Iowa City, IA 52240

LWVJC Welcomes New Members

Chris Bohnenkamp


3722 Cottage Reserve Rd NE


Solon IA 52333

Mary Ann and Lawrence Bradford

350 Dublin Drive

Iowa City, IA 52246

(319) 351-2309

Janet Lyness


3010 Creighton Street


Iowa City, IA 52240


jlyness@iowadsl.net

(319) 338-6246
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Barbara Beaumont

James C. Larew


Catherine Johnson

Joyce and Dick Summererwill

Janice Carpenter
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Mary and James McCue

David Braverman Foundation

Kathy Penningroth/Lee Anderson

Ellen Caplan

Sandy and Susan Boyd
Calling All Leaguers!
Our League is respected by our local officials, and requested by them to study and participate in the process of government because they know the League stands for informed citizen participation, good government, and a non-partisan examination of issues.

Johnson County League of Women Voters wants YOUR involvement in two matters. We need your assistance in any area––gathering information, studying it, and in preparing a report or in preparing a program.

1. At the May 2006 annual meeting, the membership voted to study and report on the governmental structure and function of cities and towns in Johnson County.  Because the County is growing rapidly and a number of its cities now have administrators, provide more services, etc., the League needs to better understand how all of its local governments function. This study is fundamental to understanding how these cities interact with each other and with county government on issues of public policy. If this League study is of interest to you, please contact Pat Jensen at 338-8123  or jensen@inav.net.



                                          Continued on Page 4
  Calling all Leaguers, continued

2.  The Board plans to examine the State League Position to “promote the wise management of resources … (in) an environment beneficial to life” by presenting an educational forum in spring of 2007 on what can be done to make life in our homes, public buildings, and workplaces more energy efficient and sustainable. Anyone interested in this topic, please contact Pat Ephgrave at 466-9361 or pnephgrave@mchsi.com.

Answer the call Leaguers and support work on these issues!
LWVJC Calendar September – December 2006

SEPTEMBER



11
Board Meeting, ICPL Room E @ 4 PM

12 Iowa City School Board Election 

21 State Senate Candidate Forum ICPL Room A @ 7 PM

27 County Supervisors Forum ICPL Room A @ 7 PM

OCTOBER

2 Board Meeting, ICPL Room E @ 4 PM

TBA General Meeting


NOVEMBER

6
Board Meeting, ICPL Room E @ 4 PM

7
Election Day

TBA  General Meeting 

DECEMBER

3 Board Meeting, ICPL Room E @ 4 PM 

TBA  General Meeting, Brunch
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