LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF JOHNSON COUNTY

REGIONAL GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE

Annual Report, 2010/2011

Active Committee Members This Year:   Barbara Beaumont, Lolly Eggers, Pat Jensen, Nancy Lynch, Rebecca Reiter, Carol Spaziani, Dawn Suter.  Pat Ephgrave participated in the Water/Wastewater Subcommittee.

The Regional Governance Committee is completing its tenth year of study and advocacy furthering our local public policy position ”…improvement of regional cooperation in the delivery of local government services within Johnson County….”  For ten years, this committee has been the only group active in our local League studying, monitoring, and advocating for positive changes in local government.  We continued to deal with a wide range of government services with intergovernmental implications.  New members are welcome and needed.
 2010/2011 Activities:

1. JECC;  Monitored complaints from the County Board of Supervisors about the budget of the Joint Emergency Communications Center (JECC)

2. Water/Wastewater:  Established a sub-committee to continue our interest in regional water/wastewater issues (Lynch (chair), Ephgrave, Spaziani, Suter).  This group researched and monitored proposals to transfer regulation of larger rural public wastewater systems from the Iowa Dept. of Natural Resources (DNR) to the County Health Dept.  They conducted interviews in Des Moines with DNR officials about this transfer and also learned about the organization and function of the Des Moines Metro Wastewater Reclamation Authority. They interviewed the Iowa City Public Works Director and the City Engineer about plans for extension of wastewater services. They continue to research how other areas in Iowa operate regional facilities.
3. Affordable Housing:  Monitored the recommendations of the Johnson County Council of Governments (JCCOG) Affordable Housing Committee and supported the retention of inclusionary zoning in the list adopted by the JCCOG Urban Policy Board.  Wrote a letter to the Editor, Iowa City Press-Citizen, commending their in-depth series on this topic and the Iowa City City Council on their new computer model for determining location of affordable housing.  Studied the many past recommendations for solving the affordable housing problem and began work on a series of public programs for Fall, 2011.
4. Property Maintenance Ordinance:   Presented a statement to the County Board of Supervisors public hearing in support of a proposed Property Maintenance Ordinance for unincorporated Johnson County.  Due to large, organized opposition from the Johnson County Farm Bureau, the Supervisors and staff continue to refine their draft.

5. JCCOG (now MPOJC—Metropolitan Planning Organization of Johnson County) Long Range Multi-Modal Transportation Plan (2012-2040:  Prepared input  for the five-year update of this plan advocating for expansion of public transit to the developing areas of the County.
