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fluences public policy through education and advocacy.
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The League of Women Voters, a non-partisan organization, encourages
the informed and active participation of citizens in government and in-
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From the president

February marks the % way point in our LWVIJC calendar year. Looking forward, there are
many opportunities to make democracy work.

National (LWVUS) has published readings to support the study to identify policies and pa-
rameters that should be considered when any governmental entity is planning to undertake
some type of privatization process. These can be found on the LWVUS website at
www.lwv.org/member-resources/privatization. So far | have only heard from one local
member interested in participating on a local study committee.

Our educational series of programs on the Constitution features special guest Lawrence
Goldstone to Old Brick on Thursday, February 9, 2012 at 7 pm. Mr. Goldstone, author of
Inherently Unequal, The Betrayal of Civil Rights by the Supreme Court, 1865-1903, will be
interviewed and in conversation with LWVJC member Professor Angela Onwuachi-Willig,
from the university of lowa College of Law.

League members from across the state will go to the Capitol February 15, 2012 to personal-
ly lobby legislators in Des Moines on issues based on LWVIA Legislative Priorities. If you are
interested in joining our carpool to the Capitol contact me (pollyshorton@aol.com or 621-
1685). The status of bills before the legislature can be found at the LWV lowa Lobbyist’s
website www.ialobby.com.

The League of Women Voters of Johnson County (lowa) Legislative Forums are being held in
2012. The next forum is on Saturday, February 25th at the Coralville Public Library, begin-
ning aat 9:30 a.m. These forums provide an opportunity for dialogue between the local
legislators and their constituents in Johnson County,

There are numerous opportunities for you to be involved in making democracy work. Our
LWVIJC Finance Campaign will be sending letters in February 2012 asking for your financial
support. The Nominating Committee will be seeking candidates to serve on Board of Direc-
tors and off- Board positions. | urge you to contribute and/or volunteer.

Polly
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Program Planning for U.S., Johnson County

A group of League members met on January 18 to discuss what governmental or
political issues might be studied in the upcoming year or two. The discussion was lively,
ideas were flowing, and they decided, with board concurrence, to send the following
recommendation to the LWVUS for consideration:

"An update/study of Congressional rules (including the filibuster), codes of conduct
(including lobbying), and member benefits (pay, retirement, insurance, etc.).

Program planning for the national League is done every other year (in even years)
by local and state Leagues to make recommendations for program -- a three-part pro-
cess that is the core component of the League's mission (program planning, study and
consensus, and advocacy). Leagues send their ideas to the LWVUS Board, which evalu-
ates all of the recommendations and may -- or may not -- make recommendations for
future study of national and international issues to the convention delegates.

The LWVUS already has a long-held position on the U.S. Congress, under which
some of these issues might be, or have been, addressed but there may be interest in on
focusing in on some specific, and current, issues. The present position reads: "The
League of Women Voters of the United States believes that structures and practices of
the U.S. Congress must be characterized by openness, accountability, representativeness,
decision making capability and effective performance."

Those who participated also dealt with Johnson County issues and decided not to
recommend any new local study, but to keep all of our current positions and plan to ad-

vocate under the regional governance position.

Pat Jensen
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Legislative Lobby Day at Capitol in Des Moines February 15

League members from across the state will go to the Capitol Wednesday, February 15, 2012 to personally
lobby legislators in Des Moines on our LWVIA Legislative priority issues.

The day will begin at 9:30 a.m. with coffee and rolls at the Calvary Baptist Church at 609 East 9t St. lowa
League Lobbyist Amy Campbell will begin the program. Participants then will make the short walk to the
Capitol to talk with legislators and/or have lunch with them in the Capitol cafeteria as they are available.
The primary goal of the day is to advocate on issues based on the lowa League’s consensus positions
(published in January 2012 VOTER). The status of bills before the legislature can be found at the LWV lowa
Lobbyist’s website www.ialobby.com.

The governor’s office proposed education reforms was the “hot topic” at our LWVJC January 24 forum.
State President Myrna Loehrlein says that the state league currently does not have a consensus position on
this issue and the national’s (LWVUS) position speaks generally to “equal access” to quality. Since February
15 is LWVIA Lobby Day it is not possible for league members to lobby on education on behalf of the league
for anything other than “equal access” ... to quality education.

However, President Loehrlein explains that within league principles, if members want to lobby on the gov-
ernor’s proposal, they can do so by “removing LWV name tag and introducing you as an informed and con-
cerned citizen, NOT as a representative of LWVIA.”

If you are interested in going to Des Moines for the day, contact Polly Horton, who is coordinating carpool-
ing. E-mail Polly at pollyshorton@aol.com or call her cell phone 319-621-1685

LEGISLATIVE FORUMS

The League of Women Voters of Johnson County will be sponsoring a legislative forum on Satur-
day, February 25" from 9:30 until 11:30. The forum will be held at the Coralville Public Library in
Schwab Auditorium. Senators Joe Bolkcom, Robert Dvorsky, James Hahn, and Sandra Greiner,
and Representatives Jarad Klein, Nate Willems, David Jacoby, Jeff Kaufmann, Vicki Lensing, and
Mary Mascher have been invited.

The forums provide an opportunity for dialogue between the legislators and their constituents in
Johnson County. The legislators will present three-minute summaries of critical issues before
their respective houses, particularly those of interest to them. The remainder of the forum will
be devoted to public comment and questions, beginning with the questions from the co-
sponsors. The microphone will then be open to members of the audience.

Cosponsors of the February forum are the Hawkeye Area Chapter of the American Civil Liberties
Union and the lowa Federation of Labor.
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The United States Constitution & Supreme Court is at Old Brick Feb. 9 @ 7:00 pm

TWUH" Upcoming events in the LWV]C's Education Fund Series
M The United States Constitution & Supreme Court
Wemsa's sichs
Macch 10, Old Bricl 70 PM
Profassor Linda Kecher, Univecsity of Lown Histooy Depactment
Profassor Ana Lagues Bstin, Univecsity of Iowa College of Law
Alice Diahle, CoChair, Amnasty International TISA"s Women's Human
Rights Coordination Group.
Introduction:  Depna Ballaatene, Execative Dicector, Lova Women's Foundation
Lmmipration
Aped
Dats, Voans and Panal TBD

The Affocdeble Cae Act s it Cogeticationall

Moy 10¢h, Tovwn Citg Public Libary, Room A

Sholdon Kucts, Profossor of Law, Ulnivessity of Iova

D. Foter Daminao, Dicector, Public Policy Coarer, Ulasversity of Iowa
Aadren Cranon, Research Associate, Iown Policy Project

The LWV]C is a proud cosponsor of the following events:

February 29th. Maling the case for Women Judpes (Shambangh Anditorium)
Macch Tth, BEobert Edgas, President and CEQ, Common Canse {Shambangh)
Lir. Edgar will gore 2 lecrore on the infloence of campaign finanemg, the Citizens
blore information at heep: /' ppe niows eduyforkenbrock, policpmarters-2012

Lovea United Idations Associastion Annual Fight of 1000 Dinners

March 8th, Old Brick, 5:308:30 FM Tickets: 515 at door, $12 m adwmnce
Fondraiser for the UM Trost Pund to support Actsons oo Bliminare Violenee Agaimst
Women and Girls Around the World International buffetstyle dinmer with a speaker,
mmsic and fon. More information at: wnaioss®@nnaiowa org or 31233772900

I -

United States
Constitution & Supreme Court

I - o e iy
e The fourth n a series of Community Conversations

“INHERENTLY EQUAL,

THE BETEAYAL OF EQUAL RIGHTS BY THE SUFREME COURT, 1865-1503"°

Lawrence Goldstone, PhD . -

DNHERENTLY UNFOUAL : R4
- o -

Interviewed & in Co iom with: ' >

Professor of Lawr

University of lowa

February 9, 2012

Old Brick

26 B. Mackee St, Iowa City

Free & Open to the PUBLIC
Erent CoSponsos

Birican American Museam of Towa

THITE lI_F-'.‘.‘-\"I'T."r"

UNEQUAL
i

The wirws expressed do not mesessarity reflect thase of the supporters or fimaneial mppomters
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| Lawrence Goldetone is the authar or eoanther of
fourteen books of fiction and nonfiction. In addi-
¥ tion to Inhevently Unequal, he has published two
books on Constitutional history: Diark Bangin: Slae
Wl ery Profits, and the Struggle for the Comstitwtion; and The
Aetiwrict: John Murshall, Marbory v Madison, snd the

| Mlath of Judicial Rewiews. His fixse novel, Rights, won a
Hew Amervican Writing Award and his third,
Amnagtomy of Deception, was 2 New Tork Times notable
- mrpstery m 2008, D, Goldstone's articles, reviews,
and opinion pieces have appeared in the Los Anpeles

Times, Boston Globe, Chicdgo Tribune, and other
IMHERENTLY LMEQUAL,
major periodicals.

BIGTITS BY THE SUFEEME COURT. | 2o derome has been widely mrerviewed on both
A" (HPR), “To the Best of Our Fnowledge” (HPE), “The Paith Middieton

Show” (HPR), “The Takeaway" (PRI, “Make it Plaim with Mark Thomgp.

son” (SizinsXMd), “Tavis Smiley” (PBS), and BookTV (CSPAN). His work has been
profiled m The Mesr York Times, The Toronto Star, oumerouns repional newspagers, Sa
lon, and Slaze.

Goldstone holds 2 FhD in American Government from the Mewr School A passionate
advoeate of teaching eritical reading skills to children, he and his wife founded and
ran an mnovatoee and highly praised seties of parent-child book groups, which they
detailed in Decoustructing Penpuins: Parents, Kids, gnd the Bond of Reuding. He has also
been a teacher, lecturer, senior member of 2 Wall Steet trading fom, taxi driver, ac-
tox, quiz show contestant, and poliey analyst at the Hudson Instimte.

“In the pean folloming the Covil Wz, 2 sezics of dmwry 1 de Ararries's social indiorp
The Thizeeenibh Amrndmene Abolahed Sheery. the B dh A - drrred csinemabop pmd
P PP S ) S TR T BT R 1 SR
smales. the righe to voue. In 1873, the most aomprchensire siril rights Logisketion i fhe mation’s history
rroneed afl Amscranm . crurdless of oolor, “the fofl wnd el enjmene of pobla ssocrmndusions, coa-
‘wrynocs wnd plasos of smnscmens Vet ost § peass luser, the Sopremc Comt, by 1= 841 voic, owcrrmmed
IS S T T [ [ I ST S S S e |
. aaiarmn of tar LA .e

beoome & mation of fam Crow by, quasi sleecry snd presiacky the same troticred speicss of justioc that
bad cximecd im dhe slwre cra ™

Anpela OmeuachiWilli & Chazles 3. and bMarion ].
Eierscht Frofessor of Law at the Universaty of lowa.
She joined the lowa Law faculty im 20086 afiter thoee
years on the tenure track at the University of Califoz-
niz, Davis School of Law. She pradnated from Grin-
nell Collepe, wheze she majored in American Stadies
and was elected Pha Betd Kappad She received her law
degree from the University of Michigan Law Schood,
where she was 3 Clarence Darrowr Schaolar, 2 Hote
Editor on the Michipin Lawr Eeview, and an Associate
Editor of the founding ssae of the Miskigon fosmal of | £i0gels OowmachiWillig
Eaee sind Lo, After law school, she cletked for the
Honorable Solomon Ofliver, US. District fudpe for
the Horthern District of Ohio, and the Honorable
Earen Helson Moome, US. Coenit Judge for the Sarth
Carenit Court of Appeals.

Frofessor of Law

University of lowa

Professor Onwruachi-Willip researches and writes in Employment Driserimination, Famity
Law, Feminist Legal Theory, and Face and the Law. Her recent anticles have appeared im.
many of the most prestipions aw journals, inclnding the Mishigda Lisw Eonew, Californis
Lasier Review, Georpeiown Lo Jowrnsl, Vanderbit Lo Eeview, Wisconsin Liw Eeview, Idinae-
sotd Lowr Review, and Harwird Crvil Enghts Cowid Liberties Lawr Eeviewr, 0 name 2 few. Frodfes-
sor Ooeuachi- Willip also has published nomerons opimion-editorials m newspapers such
as the Chiedpe Tribune, Sderamente Bee, Des Moines Eepster, and [ows City Press Cotien. Cuz-
rently, she is 2 wrating a book entitled According to Owr Hearts: Ehinelander v, Bhinclander
#nd the Low of the dultivaesl Family. Professor Ooemachi-Williy is 2 past Chair of the
Association of American Law Schools (AALS) Minority Growps Section and Law and
Humanities Section. She currently serves as the Chair of the AALS Committes for the
Becrnitment and Fetention of binorities.

In 20046, Frofessor Cownachi- Willip was honored for her service by the hinoriry Groups
Section of the AALS with the Derrick A Bell Award, which is groen bo 2 jansor faenity
member who has made an extraordinary contribution to legal eduneation, the legal system,
o1 social justice. In 2010, she was elected to the Ametican Law Instimate, and m January
of 2011, she was seleceed a5 one of nme fmalists for three openings on the lowa Sapreme
Court. She recenthy was mwited to be 2 Fellow of the Amercan Bar Foundation im 2011

[ —
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CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF JOHNSON COUNTY IOWA
FEBRUARY 2012
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
6 VOTER DEADLINE
CONSTITUTION SERIES PROGRAM [ LAWRENCE GOLDSTONE] 7-9 PM OLD BRICK
LOBBY DAY AT CAPITOL [DES MOINES]
LEGISLATIVE FORUM 9:30 AM @CORALVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY
MARCH 2012
CONSTITUTION SERIES PROGRAM  “WOMEN’S RIGHTS”
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING ICPL 2:00 PM
6 VOTER DEADLINE
31 LEGISLATIVE FORUM 9:30 AM @ IOWA CITY PUBLIC LIBRARY
APRIL 2012
5 BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING ICPL 2:00PM
VOTER DEADLINE
LEGISLATIVE FORUM 9;30 AM NORTH LIBERTY CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
MAY 2012
3 BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING ICPL 2:00 PM
VOTER DEADLINE

TBA LWVIC ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING




